494                THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE.

When the news of Sherman's death reached Washington,
the President, who had himself been an officer in Sherman's
army in Georgia, sent a message announcing the fact to
Congress, in which he said:

" The death of William Tecumseh Sherman is an event
that will bring sorrow to the heart of every patriotic citizen.
No living American was so loved and venerated as he. To
look upon his face, to hear his name, was to have one's love
of country intensified. He served his country, not for fame,
not out of a sense of professional duty, but for love of the
flag and of the beneficent civil institutions of which it was
the emblem. He was an ideal soldier, and shared to the
fullest the esprit de corps of the army; but he cherished
the civil institutions organized under the Constitution, and
was a soldier only that these might be perpetuated in
undiminished usefulness and honor. He was in nothing an
imitator.

"A profound student of military science and precedent,
he drew from them principles and suggestions, and so
adapted them to novel conditions that his campaigns will
continue to be the profitable study of the military profes-
sion throughout the world. His general nature made him
comrade to every soldier of the. great Union Army. No
presence was so welcome, and inspiring at the camp-fire or
commandery as his. His career was complete; his honors
were full. He had received from the Government the
highest rank known to our military establishment, and
from the people unstinted gratitude and love. No word of
mine can add to his fame. His death has followed in start-
ling quickness that of the Admiral of the Navy; and it is
a sad and notable incident that when the Department under
which he served shall have put on the usual emblems of
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